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The following table presents APA style full citations in some common situations. For more detailed examples and guidelines, please refer to the Publication 

manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) available at the HKU Libraries. Additionally, Academic Referencing Tool by La Trobe University and 

Referencing Tool by Griffith University offer good examples of APA referencing style. 

 

Rules applied to full citation 

Resource type Full citation 

Book written by one author 

 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year). Title of book 

(Edition). Location: Publisher. 

Maxwell, J. A. (2005). Qualitative research design: An interactive approach (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, 

Calif: Sage Publications. 

Book written by two authors 

 

Use “&” to connect the two authors’ names 

Hofstede, G. H., & Hofstede, G. J. (2005). Cultures and organizations: Software of the mind (2nd ed.). 

New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. 

Book written by three to seven authors 

 

Use “&” to connect the last two authors’ names 

Bell, M., Bush, D., Nicholson, P., O'Brien, D., & Tran, T. (2002). Universities online: A survey of online 

education and services in Australia. Canberra, Australia: Department of Education, Science 

and Training.  

Book written by eight or more authors 

 

Use ellipsis “…” after the sixth author’s name, then show the 

last author’s name 

Louden, W., Chan, L. K., Elkins, J., Greaves, D., House, H., Milton, M.,…Van Kraayenoord, C. 

(2000). Mapping the territory: Primary students with learning difficulties: Literacy and 

numeracy: Vol. 2. Analysis. Canberra, Australia: Department Education, Training and Youth 

Affairs.  

Chapter in an edited book 

 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year). Title of chapter. 

In editors’ initials. last name (Ed./Eds.), Title of book (pages of 

chapter). Location: Publisher. 

Smolicz, J., & Secombe, M. (2005). Globalisation cultural diversity and multiculturalism: Australia. In 

J. Zajda (Eds.), International handbook on globalisation, education and policy research: 

Global pedagogies and policies (pp. 207–220). Dordrecht, the Netherlands: Springer. 

http://library.hku.hk/search~S6/i9781433805592+/i9781433805592/1,1,1,B/frameset&FF=i9781433805592&1,1,&clear_history
http://library.hku.hk/search~S6/i9781433805592+/i9781433805592/1,1,1,B/frameset&FF=i9781433805592&1,1,&clear_history
http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.au/referencing-tool/
https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/reference_tool/index.html
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Rules applied to full citation 

Resource type Full citation 

Journal article 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year). Title of article. 

Journal title, Vol. no.(issue/suppl. no.): page numbers. 

Abrahamson, J. A., & Rubin, V. L. (2012). Discourse structure differences in lay and professional 

health communication. Journal of Documentation, 68(6): 826–851. 

Multiple publications written by the same author(s) 

in the same year 

 

 

 

Assign the same lowercase letter after publication year as in 

in-text reference  

Williams, P., Nicholas, D., Huntington, P. & McLean, F. (2002a). Surfing for health: User evaluation of 

a health information website. Part one: Background and literature review. Health 

Information & Libraries Journal, 19(2): 98–108.  

 

Williams, P., Nicholas, D., Huntington, P. & McLean, F. (2002b). Surfing for health: User evaluation of 

a health information website. Part two: Fieldwork. Health Information & Libraries Journal, 

19(4): 214–225.  

Conference paper 

Author’s last name, initials. (Presentation year, month). Title of 

paper. Paper presented at the name of conference, location. 

Clark, A., & Meade, A. (2012, April). The fakability and validity of an integrity-based IAT. Paper 

presented at the 27th annual meeting of the Society for Industrial and Organizational 

Psychology, San Diego, CA. 

Conference proceedings 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year). Title of paper. In 

editors’ initials. last name (Ed./Eds.), Title of proceedings (pages 

of paper). Location: Publisher. 

James, P., & Griffiths, D. (2012). The mobile execution environment: A secure and non-intrusive 

approach to implement a bring your own device policy for laptops. In T. Williams, M. 

Johnstone, & C. Valli (Eds.), Proceedings of the 10th Information Security Management 

Conference (pp. 100–109). Perth, Australia: Edith Cowan University. 

Thesis / dissertation 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year). 

Thesis/dissertation title (doctoral or master’s 

thesis/dissertation, institution, location). Retrieved from URL 

Chu, S. K. W. (2005). Development of information search expertise of research students (Doctoral 

thesis, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong). Retrieved from 

http://hub.hku.hk/handle/10722/134022 

 

 

http://hub.hku.hk/handle/10722/134022
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Rules applied to full citation 

Resource type Full citation 

Online dictionary (with author or editor) 

Author/editor’s last name, initials. (Ed./Eds.). (Publication year). 

Title of entry. In title of dictionary. Date of retrieval, from URL 

Reitz, J. M. (Ed.). (2013). Recall. In Online Dictionary of Library and Information Science: ABC-CLIO. 

Retrieved August 2, 2014, from http://www.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_R.aspx#recall 

Online dictionary (no author nor editor) 

Title of entry. (Publication year). In title of dictionary. Date of 

retrieval, from URL 

Robust. (n.d.). In Merriam-Webster Online. Retrieved August 2, 2014, from 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/robust 

Online encyclopedia 

Title of article/entry. (Publication year). In title of encyclopedia. 

Date of retrieval, from URL 

Hong Kong. (2014). In Encyclopæ dia Britannica. Retrieved August 2, 2014, from 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/270971/Hong-Kong 

Government / organisation publication (online) 

 

Name of government department/organisation. (Publication 

year). Title of publication. Retrieved from URL 

Census and Statistics Department. (2013). Hong Kong annual digest of statistics (2013 edition). 

Retrieved from http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B10100032013AN13B0100.pdf 

Online newspaper article 

 

Author’s last name, initials. (Publication year, month date). Title 

of article. Title of newspaper/news agency. Retrieved from URL 

Gabriel, T. (2010, August 1). Plagiarism lines blur for students in digital age. The New York Times. 

Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html 

 

http://www.abc-clio.com/ODLIS/odlis_R.aspx%23recall
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/robust
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/270971/Hong-Kong
http://www.statistics.gov.hk/pub/B10100032013AN13B0100.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/02/education/02cheat.html

